by VIETCOT has been approved by the Society for the purposes of upgrading those trained in a country before the establishment of a recognised school. Conditions have been set to ensure that such courses are not seen as an alternative to a full Category 11 programme and, where they are met, ISPO will register those who successfully complete the modules. It is of great interest to note that Tumaini University, Tanzania is now offering the first Category 1 level course in a low-income country. The course commenced in 1999 and members of the Education Committee of ISPO played an active role in the International Steering Committee that developed the structure and content of this course.
A number of short courses have been offered during the triennium to support the education of clinic team members. Lower Limb Amputations and Related Prosthetics courses were offered in Vietnam in 1998 and in El Salvador in 1999; Management of Poliomyelitis courses were offered in India in 1999 and in Tanzania in 2000; and Lower Limb Management of Cerebral Palsy courses were offered in Slovenia in 1998 , USA in 1999 and El Salvador in 2000 ISPO continues to collaborate with other international organisations and agencies working in our fields of interest. During this triennium the Society has maintained its Category 11 consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations and its Official Relationship with the World Health Organisation (WHO). It also remains a member of Rehabilitation International an umbrella organisation of national organisations and international organisations of people with disabilities.
The Society has had a long relationship with INTERBOR the international organisation of national associations of prosthetics and orthotics companies. There is an exchange of observers at each others Executive Board meetings and ISPO collaborated at INTERBOR's last Congress in Boston, USA and INTERBOR is collaborating at this present Congress in Glasgow. A small working group representing both organisations had been established to examine future collaboration between both organisations but its work has not progressed for a number of reasons beyond the Society's control. It is hoped that this working group will be reformed next triennium.
Other organisations that have observer status on the Executive Board include the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Handicap International (HI) Lyons, Handicap International (HI) Brussels, World Rehabilitation Fund (WRF), the Internationa] Commission for Technology and Accessibility (ICTA), World Orthopaedic Concern (WOC), the International Shoemakers Association (IVO) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). Such a multiorganisation representation provides a useful forum for the exchange of ideas and information and allows for a close working relationship between the organisations involved.
Much effort of the Society is devoted to the improvement of the quality of prosthetics and orthotics care in low-income countries. I have already mentioned the educational work done in this area. Following the very successful Consensus Conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology for Developing Countries held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia in 1995 the Society embarked on a series of field evaluations of appropriate prosthetic systems for low-income countries. Firstly an evaluation of the ICRC polypropylene trans-tibial system was carried out through VIETCOT in Vietnam and at present an evaluation of the Blatchford Atlas trans-tibial and trans-femoral systems are being conducted through Don Bosco University, El Salvador and the School for Prosthetics and Orthotics in Cambodia. Following this experience and discussions with the Leahy War Victims Fund of USAID the Society successfully applied to the Fund for a grant to fund further work in this subject over a three-year period. A series of projects has therefore been initiated which includes: a follow-up Conference on Appropriate Orthopaedic Technology; development of protocols for project evaluation; system and component evaluation including laboratory and field testing of prosthetic feet, evaluation of the Blatchford Atlas systems, evaluation of the ICRC polypropylene trans-femoral system and evaluation of the Jaipur thermoplastic system; promotion of Community-Based Rehabilitation activities in prosthetics and orthotics; creation of a register of non-governmental and private voluntary organisations (NGO/PVO) in prosthetics and orthotics and consideration of aspects of the training of personnel providing prosthetics and orthotics services in low-income countries. The implications of this work is very large both in terms of the amount of effort required to realise it and the impact it will have on prosthetics and orthotics services in low-income countries.
A number of the projects have already been completed or are underway. The consensus conference on Appropriate Orthopaedic Technology for Low-Income Countries was held in Moshi in September 2000. Its purpose was to pick up on some of the areas from the Cambodian meeting that were identified as requiring further elaboration and give some preliminary consideration to appropriate orthotic technology. In particular the conference covered topics on service provision, project protocol development, prosthetic technology update and appropriate orthotic technology. Once again this conference was organised by ISPO in collaboration with US AID and WHO. The meeting was attended by representatives of all the major agencies involved with the provision of prosthetics and orthotics services in low-income countries and ISPO, USAID and WHO are grateful for the input that they made in presenting background papers and their participation in the ensuing discussions. The Society appreciates the efforts of all the people involved in this meeting and hopes that the report of this conference will find its place in the continuing dialogue to improve the prosthetics and orthotics services in low-income countries. I would like to thank Sepp Heim the Chairman of the organising committee and John Hughes the Secretary General for helping make this meeting such a great success. A full report of this meeting has just been published. Drafts of the protocols for project evaluation were presented on Wednesday afternoon at a meeting of representatives of agencies working in low-income countries. The programme for the laboratory testing of feet has now been commissioned and has started at the National University of Singapore. The evaluation of the Blatchford Atlas system has now begun at Don Bosco University, El Salvador and the Cambodian School for Prosthetics and Orthotics. Work is underway to create a register of NGO/PVO activities in prosthetics and orthotics. A meeting of schools and teachers from low-income countries is planned for February 2002. Plans for the other projects are well underway.
This grant from USAID allows the Society to undertake projects that had not been possible before. It is a great opportunity for ISPO to make a further contribution to the development and improvement of prosthetics and orthotics services in low-income countries. I would like to thank the Leahy War Victims Fund of USAID for the opportunity they have given the Society to undertake this work and the faith they have shown in us.
The work on community-based rehabilitation was taken forward at a meeting jointly organised by ISPO and WHO in Geneva in 1999 in collaboration with HI, the German Technical Aid Agency (GTZ) and other international organisations and agencies. This resulted in a Joint ISPO/WHO Statement on The relationship between prosthetics and orthotics services and community-based rehabilitation that was subsequently published in Prosthetics and Orthotics International. This statement has helped to define the roles of the two services and their interaction. Work is continuing in this area especially in the development of training courses for the personnel involved.
This triennium has seen an active Publicity and Publications Committee under the able chairmanship of Bjorn Persson. The society has published the proceedings of the Workshop on quality management in prosthetics and orthotics and the Consensus conference on appropriate orthopaedic technology. It has also published the Consensus statements and syndicate reports of the Consensus Conference on Poliomyelitis held in Tunisia. ISPO had been invited by WHO to take over the production of OrthoLetter and the first issue has been successfully printed and distributed under the editorship of Dan Blocka. The ISPO homepage on the World Wide Web has been established under the supervision of Heinz Trebbin and it is hoped that this will grow in time. A revised and updated publicity brochure has been printed and copies distributed to all National Member Societies. The journal of the Society, Prosthetics and Orthotics International, continues to flourish and as time progresses attracts more and better quality articles. Over the last few years its impact factor, i.e. a measure of its scientific influence, has increased from 0.275 in 1996 to 0.808 in 1998. An update of the Consensus Conference on Amputation Surgery was printed in the April 2001 issue of the journal, which consisted of three commissioned papers that reviewed the literature related to lower limb amputation methods, rehabilitation, and prosthetics published in the last 10 years.
Some of the most important events of the Society over the past years have been its Consensus Conferences and the resulting activities that they have spawned. As already mentioned courses on Amputation Surgery and Related Prosthetics, the Orthotic Management of the Lower Limb in Cerebral Palsy and the Management of Poliomyelitis have been offered in different regions of the world. As an outcome of the conference on cerebral palsy, an ISPO database has been developed which would allow the orthotic treatments of cerebral palsy from different centres to be compared. The database is now ready for clinical evaluation. The next conference currently being planned is on Idiopathic Clubfoot and Related Foot Deformities and other topics are under consideration.
The Society has continued with formulating its Consumer Policy during this triennium under the leadership of Jan Geertzen. A first draft was presented to the International Committee and the Consumers Session at this Congress and will be published in due course in Prosthetics and Orthotics International.
The Society continues to play a leading role in the development of International Standards through its work on the International Standards Organization's Technical Committee ISO TC 168 on Prosthetics and Orthotics; ISO TC173 on Technical Systems and Aids for People with Disabilities: and the European Union's Committee CEN TC 293 on Technical Systems for People with Disabilities. David Condie has actively coordinated the Society's interests in this field.
This triennium has been extremely active with lots of new initiatives. The standing of the Society in the International Community has never been higher and the National Member Societies exert a growing influence at national and regional levels. AH this would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of the Executive Board Members, Task Officers, International Consultants, the International Committee, and National Member Society Officers. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of them for their commitment. In particular I would like to thank the officers of the Society Sepp Heim, President-Elect, Bjorn Persson and Gerhardt Fitzlaff, Vice-Presidents, Steen Jensen, Honorary Treasurer, Brendan McHugh, Honorary Secretary, and Aase Larson our Secretary for all the support they have given me over the past three years. It has been a great privilege and a pleasure for me to have served the Society during this triennium.
I wish my successor and the incoming Executive Board strength and continued success during the next triennium.
Adriano Murri
We are very sorry to announce the death of Dr. Adriano Murri who passed away on 27 March 2001. Dr. Murri was one of the founders of ISPO Austria. He was President of the Austrian National Member Society and became its Honorary President in November 2000. Dr. Murri was internationally known as an outstanding specialist in the diagnosis and treatment of cerebral palsy. He developed a special shoe for those patients that he carefully assessed in his gait analysis laboratory. His footwear proved to be as effective as common foot orthoses but its design was much more acceptable to the patients and their parents. As an orthopaedic surgeon, Adriano Murri was particularly successful in operative techniques adapted to the needs of children with cerebral palsy. Dr. Adriano Murri will be sadly missed by his colleagues and his friends.
